
The Niagara Catholic District School Board through  
the charisms of faith, social justice, support and leadership,  

nurtures an enriching Catholic learning community for all  
to reach their full potential and become living witnesses of Christ. 

 

AGENDA AND MATERIAL 

BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013 

7:00 P.M. 
FATHER KENNETH BURNS, C.S.C. BOARD ROOM 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO 

9:00 p.m. Timed In Camera Item 
10:00 p.m. Timed In Camera Item 

A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
1. Opening Prayers – Trustee Burtnik - 

2. Roll Call  - 

3. Approval of the Agenda - 

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - 

5. Minutes of the Board Meetings 
5.1 September 24, 2013  A5.1 
5.2 September 27, 2013 A5.2 

B. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
1. School Excellence Program C1 
 St. Ann Catholic Elementary School, Fenwick 

2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 8, 2013 C2  
 and Consideration of Recommendations 

2.1 Accommodation Review Committee Report for St. Christopher Catholic Elementary School  C2.1 
  and St. Theresa Catholic Elementary School 

3. Approved Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) C3 
 Meeting of September 4, 2013 

4. Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement - 2013-2014 C4 

5. International Partnership Agreements C5 

6. Financial Reports 
6.1 Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of September 2013 C6.1 
6.2 Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at September 30, 2013 C6.2 
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D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 

1. Correspondence  

2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended  

3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action - 

4. Trustee Information  
4.1 Spotlight – October 8, 2013 D4.1 
4.2 Calendar of Events – October 2013 D4.2 
4.3 Pilgrimage Sunday – October 27, 2013 - 
4.4 Annual Trustee Retreat – November 2013 - 
4.5 OCSTA Catholic Trustees’ Professional Development Seminar – January 17 & 18, 2013 D4.5 
4.6 2014 AGM & Conference Resolutions D4.6 

5. Open Question Period  
(The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting public to 
ask about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and the Board to answer and 
react.) 

E. NOTICES OF MOTION 

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

G. REPORT ON IN CAMERA SESSION 

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 

J. ADJOURNMENT 



 A5.1

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
MEETING DATE 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF
SEPTEMBER 24, 2013

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board Meeting of 
September 24, 2013, as presented. 

 
  

  

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 

 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, September 24, 
2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Burtnik.  
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Moved by Trustee Fera 
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Sicoli from attending 
the Board Meeting of September 24, 2013. 

CARRIED 
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Rhianon Burkholder   
Kathy Burtnik   
Maurice Charbonneau   
Frank Fera   
Fr. Paul MacNeil   
Ed Nieuwesteeg   
Ted O’Leary   
Dino Sicoli  

Student Trustees   

Vincent Atallah   
Dallas McMahon   
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The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Frank 
Iannantuono, Mark Lefebvre, Superintendents of Education; Scott Whitwell, Controller 
of Facilities Services; Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial 
Services; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Corporate Services & Communications; Sherry 
Morena, Recording Secretary/Administrative Assistant, Corporate Services & 
Communications 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board 
Meeting of September 24, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meetings 
 
5.1 June 18, 2013  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Fera  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board 
Meeting of June 18, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

5.2 August 27, 2013  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Fera  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Special 
Board Meeting of August 27, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
5.1 September 10, 2013  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Fera  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Special 
Board Meeting of September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

B. DELEGATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 
 

Nil
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COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

1. School Excellence Program – St. Gabriel Catholic Elementary School 
 

Director Crocco provided background information on the monthly School Excellence Program. 
Mark Lefebvre, Superintendent of Education, introduced Deborah Mercnik, Principal of St. 
Gabriel Catholic Elementary School.  
 
Principal Mercnik, with the assistance of students and staff showcased St. Gabriel Catholic 
Elementary School as part of the School Excellence Program. 
 
Chairperson Burtnik thanked Principal Mercnik, the staff and students for their presentation and 
performance.   

 
2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 10, 2013                                      

 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

3. Approved Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting 
 of June 5, 2013 and Consideration of Recommendations________________  

 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 5, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 5, 2013: 

 
3.1 Change in Representation for the John Howard Society  
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve change in representation 
for the John Howard Society to the Special Education Advisory Committee; Primary 
Representative: Jay Gemmell. 

CARRIED 
 
3.2 Change in Representation for Autism Ontario – Niagara Region Chapter 
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the change in 
representation for Autism Ontario – Niagara Region Chapter to the Special Education 
Advisory Committee; Primary Representative: Colleen Sword, Alternate 
Representative: Kathy Ryan. 

CARRIED 
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Chairperson Burtnik asked that Senior Staff, on behalf of the Board, send a letter of 
appreciation to the departing SEAC members. 

 
4. Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) – Primary and Junior Assessments  
 of Reading, Writing and Mathematics _______________________________________  

 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, presented the report on the EQAO results 
of the 2012-2013 Primary and Junior Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, noting 
that Niagara Catholic continues to celebrate student success on provincial assessments with 
improved student achievement in the areas of literacy and numeracy and closing the gaps in 
student achievement for all students in the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  
 

5. Niagara Catholic Strategic Directions Priority Indicators 2012-2013 - Achievement Report  
 

Director Crocco presented the Niagara Catholic Strategic Directions Priority Indicators 2012-
2013 Achievement Report and highlighted the key areas for Trustees which outlined the 
Board’s achievements during the last school year. 
 
Director Crocco indicated that Senior Staff is very pleased with the overall achievement of 
students and staff and complimented them for the high level of achievement during the 2012-
2013 school year. 
 
Director Crocco confirmed that as part of the Board’s continued open, transparent and 
accountable mandate, that copies of the Niagara Catholic Strategic Directions Priority Indicators 
2012-2013 - Achievement Report will be provided to Bishop Bergie, Principals, Vice-
Principals, Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), Catholic School Council Chairs, 
Niagara Catholic Parent Involvement Committee (NCPIC) and posted on our Board website.  

 
6. Extended Overnight Field Trip, Excursion and Exchange – 2013-2014 
 

Superintendent Lefebvre presented the Extended Overnight Field Trip/Excursion/Exchange Trip 
Information. 
 

7. Financial Reports 
 

7.1 Monthly Banking Transactions 
 
Moved by Trustee Fera  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the months of June, July and August 2013, as presented for 
information. 

CARRIED 
 

7.2 Statement of Revenue & Expenditures 
 
Moved by Trustee Fera  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue 
and Expenditures as at August 31, 2013, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
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C. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Correspondence 
 

1.1 Minister of Education – Thank You for Invitation to Visit Niagara Catholic Schools 
 

Director Crocco presented the letter of appreciation from  newly appointed Minister of 
Education, Liz Sandals regarding the Board’s invitation to visit Niagara Catholic schools. 

 
2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended 

 
 Nil Report 

 
3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 

 
 The St. Catharines Attendance Area Review Committee Meetings are proceeding as 

planned and will take place this week. 
 The St. Christopher and St. Theresa Accommodations Review  Committee have met and 

will be presenting a report to the Committee of the Whole requesting deferral of Board 
motions for the ARC report from January 2014 to April 2014, to ensure alignment with 
Ministry of Education regulations and Board Policy regarding timelines.  

 Strategies for the replacement of St. Nicholas Catholic Elementary School in St. Catharines 
are currently being investigated with the exploration of property options for the school site, 
meeting with the Mayor, and colleagues from the Conseil scolaire de district catholique 
Centre-Sud.  

 The on-going debates and discussions continue between the Region, the City of St. 
Catharines and members of the community regarding the proposed 406 ramp by Mother 
Teresa Catholic Elementary School may delay the Regional Public Meeting until mid-
November when a new consultant report will be available.   

 
4. Trustee Information 

 
4.1 Calendar of Events – October 2013 
 

Director Crocco presented the Calendar of Events – October 2013 for Trustees’ 
information 
 

4.2 City of Welland – Arts & Culture Advisory Committee – Culture Days 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the City of Welland – Arts & Culture Advisory 
Committee – Culture Days. 
 

4.3 Niagara Festival Grape Grande Parade – September 28, 2013 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Niagara Festival Grape Grande Parade 
taking place September 28, 2013. 
 
Trustees were invited to participate and were asked to confirm their attendance with Sherry 
Morena, Corporate Services & Communications. 
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4.4 OCSTA Central Region Meeting, Oshawa – October 1, 2013 
 

Director Crocco presented Trustees with information on the OCSTA Central Region 
Meeting, Oshawa being held on October 1, 2013. 
 
Trustees were asked to confirm their attendance with Sherry Morena, Corporate Services & 
Communications. 

 
4.5 Retirement Celebration for Larry Reich – Tuesday, October 8, 2013 – 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 Father Kenneth Burns C.S.C. Board Room____________________________________ 
 

Director Crocco invited Trustees to attend the Retirement Celebration for Larry Reich on 
Tuesday, October 8, 2013 between 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns C.S.C. 
Board Room. 
  

4.6 Director’s Inspiration Award – Thursday, October 10, 2013 
 

Director Crocco presented information on the Director’s Inspiration Award scheduled for 
Thursday, October 10, 2013. 
 
Trustees were asked to confirm their attendance with Sherry Morena, Corporate Services & 
Communications. 
  

4.7 Director’s Inspiration Award – Thursday, October 10, 2013 
 

Director Crocco informed Trustees that Kim Craitor has issued his resignation from his 
position as MPP for Niagara Falls.  Trustees discussed Mr. Craitor’s great support for 
Catholic Education over the years. 
  
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Fera 

THAT Niagara Catholic District School Board send a letter to former Niagara Falls 
MPP Kim Craitor expressing Niagara Catholic’s appreciation for his support and 
dedication to Catholic Education. 

CARRIED 
 
5. Open Question Period 

 
 None Submitted 
 

D. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
E. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

 
Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session. 
CARRIED 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting 
at 8:45 p.m. and reconvened at 10:15 p.m. 
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F. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION 

 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting of September 24, 2013. 

CARRIED 
 
 SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT 
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of 
the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student 
Trustees Present of June 18, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved 
Minutes of the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting - 
SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F2) 
 
 SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary   

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of 
the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student 
Trustees Excluded of June 18, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F4.1) 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary   

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of 
the In Camera Session of the Special Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student 
Trustees Excluded of August 27, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F4.2) 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary   

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of 
the In Camera Session of the Special Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student 
Trustees Excluded of September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F4.3) 
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved 
Minutes of the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting - 
SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of September 10, 2013, as 
presented. 

CARRIED (Item F5) 
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Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved 
Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting (In Camera) of June 28, 2013, as 
presented. 

CARRIED (Item F6.1) 
 
Moved by Trustee MacNeil 
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the 
recommendation as outlined in Item F6.2 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item F6.2) 
 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the 
recommendation as outlined in Item F8 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item F8) 
 

G. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
H. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee MacNeil  

THAT the September 24, 2013 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on September 24th, 2013. 
 
Approved on the 22nd day of October 2013. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________    _________________________________ 
Kathy Burtnik          John Crocco 
Chairperson of the Board       Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
 



 
 A5.2

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
MEETING DATE 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING OF 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Special Board 
Meeting of September 27, 2013, as presented. 

 
  

  

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2013 

  

 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Friday, September 
27, 2013 in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, 
Welland.   

 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Burtnik. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Sicoli 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board excuse Trustee Fera from attending the 
Board Meeting of September 24, 2013. 

CARRIED 
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Rhianon Burkholder   
Kathy Burtnik   
Maurice Charbonneau   
Frank Fera  
Fr. Paul MacNeil   
Ed Nieuwesteeg   
Ted O’Leary   
Dino Sicoli   
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The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, , Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, 
Frank Iannantuono, Mark Lefebvre, Superintendents of Education; Giancarlo 
Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; Scott Whitwell, Controller 
of Facilities Services; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary/ Administrative Assistant, 
Corporate Services & Communications 

 
3. Approval of the Agenda 

 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Sicoli 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Special 
Board Meeting of September 27, 2013, as presented.  

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustee O’Leary with Item B1(A) of the In Camera 
Agenda.  This trustee has family members who employees of the Board.  
 

B. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 
 
Moved by Trustee O'Leary  
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session. 
CARRIED 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Special Board 
Meeting at 5:00 p.m. and reconvened at 5:30 p.m. 

 
C. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION 

 
Moved by Trustee O'Leary  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motion from the In Camera 
Session of the Special Board Meeting of September 27, 2013. 

CARRIED 
 

 Moved by Trustee Charbonneau  
 Seconded by Trustee Sicoli  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the 
recommendation as outlined in Item B1.1 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item B1.1) 
  
Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg   

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the recommendation as 
outlined in Item B1.2 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item B1.2) 
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 Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
 Seconded by Trustee O'Leary  

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the 
recommendation as outlined in Item B1.3 of the In Camera Agenda. 

CARRIED (Item B1.3) 
 

D. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 
 

E. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Trustee O'Leary  
Seconded by Trustee Burkholder  

THAT the September 27, 2013 Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board Board held on September 
27th, 2013. 
 
Approved on the 22nd day of October 2013. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Kathy Burtnik    John Crocco 
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
 
 



 
 C1

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
MEETING DATE

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM
ST. ANN CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, FENWICK

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Prepared by:  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  

Presented by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 

Date: October  22, 2013 



 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 
SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM 

 ST. ANN CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, FENWICK 

 

 
832 Canboro Road 

Fenwick, ON 
L0S 1C0 

Ph: 905.892.3942 
Fx: 905.892.0204 

st.ann.pel@ncdsb.com 
 

Grades 
JK – 8 

 
Enrolment 

164 as of September 2013 
 

Principal 
Amanda Cybula 

 
Superintendent 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells 
 

Catholic School  
Council Chair 
David Gillies 

 
Parish 
St. Ann 

 
 

 

 
 
St. Ann School was established in 1958 with an enrolment of 
50 students. Our vision today remains the same as our 
founders, a Catholic education for the children of Fenwick. 
Since 1958 we have expanded to meet the needs of our 
community. 
 
 

We create a Christ-centred environment within  
which people will grow and learning will flourish. 

- School Mission Statement 
 

 
 
 
        

Prepared by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education
Presented by:  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer   
Date: September 24, 2013 

 



 C2

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE
WHOLE MEETING OF OCTOBER 8, 2013

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Minutes of October 8, 2013, as presented. 
 

 
The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of October 8, 2013: 
 
2.1 Accommodation Review Committee Report for St. Christopher Catholic  
 Elementary School and St. Theresa Catholic Elementary School_______ 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that Senior Staff bring the St. 
Christopher/St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation Review Committee 
report to the Committee of the Whole no later than April 2014. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2013 

 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 
held on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Charbonneau. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

 Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Charbonneau. 
 

2. Roll Call 
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Rhianon Burkholder 
Kathy Burtnik 
Maurice Charbonneau 
Frank Fera 
Fr. Paul MacNeil 
Ed Nieuwesteeg 
Ted O’Leary 
Dino Sicoli 

Student Trustees 

Vincent Atallah 
Dallas McMahon 
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The following staff were in attendance: 
John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Mario Ciccarelli, Ted 
Farrell, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Frank Iannantuono, Mark Lefebvre, Superintendents 
of Education; Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; 
Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary/ 
Administrative Assistant, Corporate Services & Communications 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Trustee O'Leary    
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of October 8, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 

A Disclosure of Interest was declared by Trustee Burkholder with Item C8.1 of the Public 
Agenda, as she has a family member who is associated with the Quartek Group.   

5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 10, 2013 
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
B. PRESENTATIONS  

1. Secondary Student Senate 2013-2014 Introductions  
 

Saint Francis Catholic Secondary School Principal Ken Griepsma, who is also one of the 
administrative representatives to the Secondary Student Senate, welcomed the Secondary 
Student Senate representatives to the Board Meeting.  Student Trustees Vincent Atallah and 
Dallas McMahon spoke briefly on the Student Senate and asked the representatives to introduce 
themselves. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Charbonneau thanked the Student Senate members for their dedication to all 
the students within Niagara Catholic. 
 

C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Policy Committee 
 

1.1 Unapproved Minutes of the Policy Committee Meeting of September 24, 2013 
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
THAT the Committee of the Whole receive the unapproved Minutes of the Policy 
Committee Meeting of September 24, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED 
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1.2 Policy and Guideline Review 2013-2014 Schedule 
 
 Director Crocco presented the Policy and Guideline Review 2013-2014 Schedule for 

Trustees’ Information.   
 

2. French Immersion in Niagara Catholic Elementary Schools 2013-2014 
 
Mark Lefebvre, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Jayne Evans, FSL/ESL/Arts 
Consultant, who presented the report on French Immersion in Niagara Catholic Elementary 
Schools 2013 – 2014.  Ms. Evans asked the FSL teachers to highlight different experiences they 
have had with the students in the program. 
 
Director Crocco informed Trustees that an update on the French Immersion Program will be 
presented in the spring of 2014. 
 

3. Annual Catholic School Council Financial Report 2012-2013 
 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, presented the Annual Catholic School 
Council Financial Report 2012-2013. 
 

4.  Accommodation Review Committee Report for St. Christopher Catholic Elementary School 
 and St. Theresa Catholic Elementary School____________________________________ 
 

Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services, presented the Accommodation Review 
Committee Report for St. Christopher Catholic Elementary School and St. Theresa Catholic 
Elementary School.  The report requests that the deadline for a report to the Board be amended 
from January 2014 to April 2014 in order to meet Ministry of Education timeline requirements 
and to provide sufficient time for consultation.  
 
Moved by Trustee Sicoli  

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board that Senior Staff bring the St. Christopher /St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools 
Accommodation Review Committee Report to a Committee of the Whole Meeting no later 
than April 2014. 

CARRIED 
 

5. Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) Grade 9 Assessment of Mathematics   
 and the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) Results 2012-2013_________ 
 

Superintendent Forsyth-Sells presented the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) 
Results 2012-2013 and answered Trustees questions. 
 

6. Extended Overnight Field Trip, Excursion and Exchange Committee Approvals – 2013-2014 
 

Superintendent Lefebvre presented the Extended Overnight Field Trip/Excursion/Exchange Trip 
Information. 
 

7. Professional Development Update – September & October 2013 
 

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources, invited presented the 
Professional Development Update – September & October 2013 for information.   
 
Anthony Corapi, Coordinator of Staff Development, provided a brief overview of the October 
11, 2013 PA Day and answered Trustees questions.   
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8. Monthly Updates 
 

8.1 Capital Projects Update   
 
Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services, presented the Capital Projects Update.  
 
Trustees asked that Appendix K – St. Martin Catholic Elementary School, be amended to  
update the timelines based upon the recent re-zoning of land and traffic concerns in 
Smithville. 

  
8.2 Student Trustees’ Update 
 

Vincent Atallah and Dallas McMahon, Student Trustees, presented a brief verbal update on 
the current activities of the Student Senate. 

 
8.3 Senior Staff Good News Update 
 
 Senior Staff highlights included: 
 

Superintendent Ciccarelli 
• Jessie MacDonald, Teacher at Canadian Martyrs Catholic Elementary School, won a 

bronze medal in the 51-kilogram division in the world senior freestyle wrestling 
championships held in Hungary. 

 
Director Crocco 
• Larry Reich retirement celebration was held in the Fr. Kenneth Burns Board Room 

earlier today with a tremendous turn out.  Larry was very pleased with the event and 
continues to recover nicely from his health issues. 

• The Board was asked to keep the students serving in Dominica in their prayers.  The 
students are participating in the Niagara Catholic International Co-operative 
Experience (NCICE) program. 

 
D. INFORMATION  
 

1. Trustee Information 
 
1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – September 10 & September 24, 2013  

 
Director Crocco highlighted the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – September 10 & 
September 24, 2013 issues for Trustees’ information.    
 

1.2 Calendar of Events – October 2013  
 
Director Crocco presented the October 2013 Calendar of Events for Trustees’ information. 

  
1.3 Director of Education Inspiration Award 2012-2013 

St. Alfred Church - October 10, 2013___________ 
  
Director Crocco presented information on the Director of Education Inspiration Award 
2012-2013 recipients who will be presented with their awards on October 10, 2013 at St. 
Alfred Church.   
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Trustees received a copy of the media release which lists the recipients of the award. 
 
Trustees were asked to confirm their attendance with Sherry Morena. 

 
1.4 Niagara Catholic School Council Chair & Members Meeting 

Monsignor Clancy Catholic – October 23, 2013___________ 
  
Director Crocco presented information on the Niagara Catholic School Council Chair & 
Members Meeting being held at Monsignor Clancy Catholic Elementary School on 
October 23, 2013. 
 
Trustees were asked to confirm their attendance with Sherry Morena. 

 
E. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 

1.1 International Education Partnership Agreements 
 

Director Crocco provided an update on the delegation from Niagara Catholic who will be 
travelling to China and South Korea to sign the partnership agreements and formalize the 
delivery of programs and services by Niagara Catholic staff.  
 

1.2 Proposed Highway 406 Interchange  
Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services, presented information on the Proposed 
Highway 406 Interchange. 
 
Director Crocco asked Trustees for their input and answered their questions and concerns 
based on the information available. 
 

1.3 Proposed Trustees Retreat Date  
Director Crocco has proposed a tentative Trustee Retreat with Bishop Bergie with a date 
and time to be determined. 

 

F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA  
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder  
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session. 

CARRIED 
 
The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting at 8:55 p.m. and reconvened at 9:30 p.m.  
 

G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION  
 

Moved by Trustee Fera  
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of October 8, 2013. 

CARRIED 
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 SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES INCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee 
of the Whole Meeting - In Camera Session (Section A: Student Trustees 
Included) held on September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
  SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil  
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee 
of the Whole Meeting - In Camera Session (Section B: Student Trustees 
Excluded) held on September 10, 2013, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F3) 
 

H. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg  
THAT the October 8, 2013 Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on     
October 8th, 2013. 
 
Approved on the 12th day of November 2013. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
Maurice Charbonneau  John Crocco 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
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TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: ACCOMMODATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 
ST. CHRISTOPHER CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
AND ST. THERESA CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that Senior Staff bring the St. 
Christopher/St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation Review Committee report 
to the Committee of the Whole no later than April 2014. 

 

Prepared by:  Mario Ciccarelli, Superintendent of Education/Accommodations 
Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services 

Presented by: Mario Ciccarelli, Superintendent of Education/Accommodations 
Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services 

Recommended by: Committee of the Whole 

Date: October  22, 2013 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
REPORT TO COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

OCTOBER 8, 2013 
 

ACCOMMODATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT FOR  
ST. CHRISTOPHER CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND  

ST. THERESA CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The following recommendation was approved at the April 23, 2013 Board Meeting: 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that an Accommodation Review Committee 
be established to review St. Christopher Catholic Elementary School and St. Theresa Catholic Elementary 
School and that Senior Staff bring a report to the Committee of the Whole no later than January 2014. 
 
As of the date of this report, the St Christopher/St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation 
Review Committee has met on September 12, 2013 and September 24, 2013 with the next meeting 
scheduled on October 10, 2013. In order to meet Ministry of Education timeline requirements and to 
provide sufficient time for consultation, the following recommendation is provided for the consideration 
of the Committee of the Whole: 
 
That Senior Staff bring the St. Christopher /St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation 
Review Committee Report to a Committee of the Whole Meeting no later than April 2014. 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Niagara Catholic District School Board that 
Senior Staff bring the St. Christopher /St. Theresa Catholic Elementary Schools Accommodation 
Review Committee Report to a Committee of the Whole Meeting no later than April 2014. 

 

 

PREPARED BY: Mario Ciccarelli, Superintendent of Education/Accommodations
   Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services 

PRESENTED BY:  Mario Ciccarelli, Superintendent of Education/Accommodations 
   Scott Whitwell, Controller of Facilities Services   
RECOMMENDED BY: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary Treasurer  
DATE: October 8, 2013
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TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) MEETING OF  
SEPTEMBER 4, 2013

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Approved Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of September 4, 2013, as presented for information. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2013 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee, held on Wednesday, September 4, 
2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Racine. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Chair Racine. 
. 

2. Roll Call 
 

Members Affiliations Pr
es

en
t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

A
bs

en
t 

Anna Racine  The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario  
Rob Lavorato Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara)  
Connie Parry Association for Bright Children  
Kerry Thomas Community Living-Welland/Pelham  
Cyndi Gryp Community Living-Grimsby, Lincoln & West Lincoln  
Kim Rosati  VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children  
Mike Gowan Autism Ontario  
Jim Wells John Howard Society of Niagara  
Katie Muirhead Ontario Brain Injury Association  
Sarah Farrell Learning Disabilities Association – Niagara  
Bill Helmeczi Pathstone Mental Health  

Trustees  

Father Paul MacNeil  
Rhianon Burkholder  

Student Senate 
Representative  

Leah Zahorchak  
 
  



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Minutes of SEAC Meeting 
 
Page 2 of 8 
 
 
 
The following staff were in attendance: 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education; Danny DiLorenzo, Principal, Secondary; 
Terry Antoniou, Principal, Elementary; Amy Dowd,  Coordinator Special Education; Tina 
DiFrancesco, Recording Secretary 
 

 
3.    Approval of the Agenda  
 

Moved by Katie Muirhead 
Seconded by Kerry Thomas 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Agenda of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of September 4, 2013. 

  CARRIED 
  
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 

 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 5, 2013 
 
Moved by Trustee Burkholder 
Seconded by Kim Rosati 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of June 5, 2013 as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
 

Introductions 
 

Chair Racine introduced Jay Gemmell of the John Howard Society and Colleen Sword of Autism 
Ontario – Niagara Chapter, who will replace Jim Wells and Mike Gowan as the primary 
representatives on the SEAC once approved at the September 24th Board meeting. 
 

 
Recommendation: 
Approval of the change in representation to the Special Education Advisory Committee  
 

Moved by Trustee MacNeil 
Seconded by Kerry Thomas 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the change in representation 
for the John Howard Society to the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting;  
Primary Representative:  Jay Gemmell, 210 King Street, St. Catharines, ON L2R 3J9.  

  CARRIED 
 
 

Recommendation: 
Approval of the change in representation to the Special Education Advisory Committee  
 

Moved by Trustee Burkholder 
Seconded by Kim Rosati 
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THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the change in representation 
for Autism Ontario – Niagara Region Chapter to the Special Education Advisory 
Committee Meeting;  Primary Representative:  Colleen Sword, Alternate Representative:  
Kathy Ryan, 36 Page Street, Unit 401, St. Catharines, ON L2R 4A7 

  CARRIED 
 
 
B. PRESENTATIONS 
 
C.  VISIONING 
 

1.   Goals and Vision for 2013/2014 
 

1.1 Committee of the Whole Presentation 
 

  Chair Racine reviewed the draft report that will be presented to the Committee of the Whole.  
Members provided feedback and suggestions.  Timelines were discussed regarding a possible 
presentation in December.  More information to follow at the next meeting. 
 
 

D. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
JUNE 5, 2013 

 
1. Learner Advocacy   
 
   
2. Parent Outreach 
  

 
3. Program and Service Recommendations 

   
 
4. Special Education Budget  
 
   
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 

 
 

6. Other Related Items 
 

6.1 Niagara Catholic District School Board Protocol for Students Not Writing Exams 
 

Chair Racine asked for volunteers to form a working group to discuss the concerns raised 
by the Niagara Catholic District School Board SEAC around exam schedules and the ways 
in which we can best accommodate our students with special education needs.  A number 
of members came forward to initiate the formation of the working group.  More discussion 
was held regarding the categories of participants to involve and a suggestion was made to 
have a Secondary Principal/Vice-Principal join the group.   
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7. Policy Review  
 

7.1 Review Policies Distributed in June 2013 
 
The Acceleration Retention Policy, Employee Leaves of Absence Policy and Opening and 
Closing Policy were presented.  The deadline to respond is October 11th, 2013.  Chair Racine 
asked for volunteers to review these policies and provide feedback. 
 
The Employee Conferences, Workshops and Meetings Policy and the Employee Meals and 
Hospitality Policy were presented.  The deadline to respond is November 11, 2013.   
 

                
E. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
 1. VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 

 
 Eventful summer for VOICE.  July was Niagara’s 4th Annual family picnic. Great turn out. 

Families enjoyed parent sharing, face painting, and swimming and lots of laughter! 
 August was the 21st Annual VOICE Family Camp at Bark Lake. We had 65 families which 

included 113 children that enjoyed camp activities for all ages. Parents had an informative 
Saturday morning workshop with the topic being "Transition through your child's school 
years." We had Anita Bernstein, Director of Auditory Verbal Therapy and Saundra 
Costantini, Teacher of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing, Cert. AV Educator, speaking on Speech 
& Language activities at home for preschool & school aged children.  David O'Rourke, 
Coordinator of Special Education from the Niagara Catholic District School Board did a 
wonderful presentation on the transition through the school years, JK thru grade 12. To 
round off we had an alumni to Voice who talked to us about being an individual with a 
hearing loss that graduated University and now has her own Chiropractic practice. Dr. 
Emily Roback shared her challenges as well as strategies in becoming successful in her 
practice. 

 This year has seen VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children Organization through many 
financial challenges and administrative changes. We are pleased to announce the position of 
our new Director, Lori Nikkel who brings with her years of experience and expertise within 
the charitable sector.  

 
 

2. Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Rob Lavorato  
 
 Nil Report 

 
 

3. Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Kerry Thomas 
 
 Community Living Welland/Pelham ran a summer transitional program.  
 A Community Living fundraiser; Jackie’s Walk - will be held on September 15th in Pelham.  

More information can be found on the Community Living Welland/Pelham website. 
 
 

4. Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Nil Report 
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5.    Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln – Cyndi Gryp 
 

 Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln, West Lincoln ran summer programs in Beamsville 
and Grimsby. 

 Teen camps were held in the summer for 8 weeks. 
 This weekend is the Grimsby Festival of Arts. 

 
 

6.     Autism Ontario – Mike Gowan 
 

 We hired a new office manager over the summer…Doug Joyner.  He is getting right into the 
job as we were without an office manager for a few months. 

 We had 6 weeks of summer camps starting in July; 2 weeks in Welland, 2 weeks in Niagara 
Falls and 2 weeks in St Catharines.  We had a total of 100 spots that were filled during the 
summer. 

 Our fall 10 week programs start the end of September running concurrently with parent 
support groups. 

 October is Autism Awareness Month and we have various activities happening throughout 
the month.  A full list of dates and times will be on our website. 

 
 

7.    The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 Nil Report 
 
 

8. John Howard Society of Niagara – Jim Wells 
 

 Nil Report 
 
 

9. Ontario Brain Injury Association – Katie Muirhead 
 

 Nil Report 
 
 

10. Learning Disabilities Association (Niagara) – Sarah Farrell 
 
 Our full-day summer SLAM program ran successfully and our final day was on Friday, 

August 30, 2013. The weeks filled up quickly earlier in the summer and we had numerous 
participants that returned each week. 

 We were able to run our new Student Summer Transition Program for Grade 7 and 8 
students with learning disabilities this summer during the week of August 12th, 2013. A 
total of 9 participants were enrolled in the program and these students gained essential skills 
and confidence as they prepare to enter high school. In this program, students participated 
in hands-on, engaging activities, role-playing and discussions in a small-group setting and 
work on skills, such as time management, study tools, designing their own IEP, conflict 
management, coping strategies, smart goals, self-regulation and more during the summer.  

 We are accepting applications for our Fall programs (Reading Rocks, BEST, Let’s READ 
and Reading Rocks Jr.) until September 17th. We have expanded our locations and are 
offering programs throughout the Niagara region. Families can apply online at 
www.Ldaniagara.org. 
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 Our Open/House & AGM will be taking place on Thursday, September 19th from 6:30 – 
8:00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and it will be taking place at the Silver Spire 
Church, located on 366 St. Paul Street, St. Catharines. David O’Rourke, Coordinator of 
Special Education will be the special guest speaker! Please RSVP by September 13th by 
emailing Charlotte at adminldan@cogeco.net or calling us at 905-641-1021. 

 

11. Pathstone Mental Health – Bill Helmeczi 
 

 Nil Report 
 

 
F. STAFF REPORTS 

 
 1. Terry Antoniou -Principal, Elementary 

 
Mrs. Antoniou - Principal-Holy Name Catholic Elementary 

  
 Holy Name Catholic, along side the rest of Niagara Catholic elementary schools,  has been 

facilitating successful September transitions back to and new to our Catholic elementary 
community. Staff, parents and students are formulating successful individual educational 
plans, SMART goals and next steps.  Holy Name Catholic celebrates 50 years this 
November 3rd, 1:00p.m. – 4:00 p.m. on site.   All are Welcome! 

 
 
 2. Danny DiLorenzo –Principal, Secondary 
   

 Nil Report 
 
   

3. Yolanda Baldasaro – Superintendent of Education 
 

 The rollout of the new Elementary Dress Code and the French Immersion Program was 
very positive.  Director Crocco and Superintendents visited schools on the first day of 
school. 

 Paper copies of the 2013 Special Education Plan were provided to the SEAC members.  
 The 2013-2014 School Year Calendar was presented for information. 
 The 2013-2014 Niagara Catholic District School Board System Priorities were approved. 

Attention was drawn to one of the Enabling Strategies that listed a review of Special 
Education programs and services. 

 Information has been posted on the Niagara Catholic website regarding the upcoming 
meetings for the Attendance Area Review Committee and Accommodation Review 
Committee.  

 Mario Ciccarelli recently resigned and currently there is a posting for a new Superintendent 
of Education. 
 

 
 4. Amy Dowd – Coordinator Special Education 
 

 Special Education staff are very busy helping to transition students in schools and reviewing 
school needs for possible redeployment of staff. 
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G. TRUSTEE REPORTS 
  
 

1. Father Paul MacNeil – Trustee 
 

 2013-2014 balanced budget was approved without the need to transfer anything from 
reserves. 

 The Board approved 7 new policies: Community Use of Facilities Policy (8002.); Catholic 
School Councils Policy (800.1) and By-Laws; Niagara Catholic Parent Involvement 
Committee Policy (800.7) and By-Laws; Death Benefit Policy (201.5); Deferred Salary 
Plan (X/Y) and Leadership Pathway Policy (new). 

 This is the 4th straight year of eco schools certification - all schools have been certified:  39 
gold; 18 silver, 2 bronze. 

 
 

2. Rhianon Burkholder – Trustee 
 

 Nil Report 
 

 
H. STUDENT REPORT 
 
 1. Leah Zahorchak – Student Representative 
 

 Nil Report 
 
 
I. NCPIC REPORT 
 

 Applications have gone out to have members join the Niagara Catholic Parent Involvement 
Committee (NCPIC). 

 The first NCPIC meeting will be held next week, however the official meeting will be held in 
November. 

 Chair Racine is the SEAC representative on the Niagara Catholic Parent Involvement 
Committee for the 2013-2014 school year. 

 
 
J. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Learner Advocacy  
 

 
2. Parent Outreach 
 
  
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
 
 
5.    Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
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6.    Other Related Items 
 
   
7. Policy Review 

 
 
K. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

1. Review letters received from other SEACs 
 

Chair Racine reviewed letters from other SEACs that were included in the September SEAC 
agenda package.    A discussion was held in regards to ensuring accuracy of information when 
responding to letters as well as taking into consideration how it affects students and education. 

 
       
L. QUESTION PERIOD 

  
M. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
N.  AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

1. Niagara Catholic Special Education Committee Presentation – Kim Rosati 
2. Mental Health Lead – Andrea Bozza 

 
O.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1. Chair Racine thanked Mike Gowan for his commitment to the SEAC.  Mike Gowan thanked the 
SEAC for all their help and support over the years.  Superintendent Baldasaro, on behalf of 
Director Crocco and Senior Administrative staff expressed appreciation to Mike Gowan for his 
service and the contributions of Autism Ontario – Niagara Chapter. 

 
P.  NEXT MEETING:  

 
 Wednesday, October 2, 2013 at 7:00p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre 
 
 

Q.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Kim Rosati 
Seconded by Katie Muirhead 

THAT the September 4, 2013 meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 8:25p.m. 
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TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: BOARD IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT - 2013-2014

 
 
 

The Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement - 2013-2014 
is presented for information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by:  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  

Presented by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 

Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  

Date: October  22, 2013 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 

BOARD IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  
2013-2014 

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board continue to celebrate student success with the 
improvement of student achievement for all students from ELKP to graduation.   
 
The Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (BIPSA) provides direction to schools to support 
School Improvement Plans which are aligned with the Mission Statement, the two Strategic Directions of 
the Board, Catholic Virtues, the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations, and the educational 
goals of the Ministry of Education.  
 
The Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement is developed by the BIPSA Committee, 
collaborating with Senior Administrative Council, the Faith Formation, Program, Special Education, 
Research, Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting, and Staff Development Departments, along with seeking 
feedback from Elementary and Secondary Principals and Vice-Principals.   
 
The four pillars of Catholic, Faith Community and Culture, Literacy, Numeracy and Pathways form the 
basis of the Board Improvement Plan.  The Board’s Priority Indicators and the Student Effectiveness 
Framework (SEF) Indicators have also been included to support the Smart Goals for 2013-2014. 
 
BIPSA GOALS 2013-2014 
 
Catholic Faith Community and Culture 
 

 By June 2014, to increase voluntary participation in adult Faith Formation by promoting 
awareness of programs for all appropriate Niagara Catholic staff. 

 By June 2014, to increase communication between school and parish by including at least one 
member from each group 100% of the time during formal meetings about Sacramental 
Preparation. 

 By June 2014, the internal review of the Niagara Catholic Special Education Delivery Model will 
be completed and a report will be provided to the Director of Education. 

 By June 2014, to increase the percentage of staff trained in suicide awareness and prevention by 
10%. 

 By June 2014, to complete data collection and analysis to review the referral rate and caseload of 
the Mental Health and Addictions Nurses (MHAN) program in Niagara Catholic secondary 
schools.  

 By June 2014, to increase the self-identification of First Nation, Metis, Inuit (FNMI) students by 
5%. 
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Literacy 
 

 By June 2014, to increase the achievement of students enrolled in the Applied English course and 
previously eligible students on the OSSLT by 5%. 

 By June 2014, to increase the percentage of students enrolled in secondary French Second 
Language and French Immersion programs by 5%. 

 By June 2014, to increase the circulation statistics of the Library Information Centres by 10%. 
 By June 2014, to increase the achievement of students with special education needs, English 

Language Learners (ELL) and students identified at-risk, on EQAO, Board and classroom based 
assessments by 5%. 

 
Numeracy 
 

 By June 2014, to increase the percentage of students achieving Level 3 or above in Mathematics 
on the Primary and Junior EQAO Assessments, Board and classroom based assessments by 10%. 

 By June 2014, to increase the achievement of students enrolled in the Grade 9 Applied 
Mathematics course on the Grade 9 EQAO Assessment by 10%. 

 By June 2014, to increase the achievement of students enrolled in the Grade 9 Academic 
Mathematics course on the Grade 9 EQAO Assessment by 5%. 

 By June 2014, to increase the achievement of students with special education needs, English 
Language Learners (ELL) and students identified at-risk, on EQAO, Board and classroom based 
assessments by 5%. 

 
Pathways 
 

 By June 2014, to achieve 100% retention of elementary students transitioning to Catholic 
secondary schools. 

 By June 2014, to increase student enrolment in Specialist High Skills Major programs by 5%. 
 By June 2014, to maintain current student enrolment in Specialist High Skills Major programs. 
 By June 2014, to increase Connecting to College/Dual Credit program enrolment by 2%. 
 By June 2014, to increase the percentage of students graduating with an OSSD by 5%. 

 
The Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement 2013-2014 has been attached to this report, will be 
submitted to the Ministry of Education on October 31, 2013, and posted on the Board website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The report on the Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement 2013-2014 
is presented for information. 

 

 
Prepared by: Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  
Presented by:  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education  
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  
Date: October 22, 2013  
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TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS 

 
The report on the International Partnership Agreements  

is presented for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Prepared by:  John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  

Presented by: Kathy Burtnik, Chairperson of the Board 
John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
Mark Lefebvre, Superintendent of Education 
Fred Wilson,  Supervisor of International Education 

Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 

Date: October  22, 2013 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
OCTOBER 22, 2012 

 
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS 

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Further to the report to the September 10, 2013 Committee of the Whole Meeting, a presentation will be 
made by the Niagara Catholic delegation on the outcomes of the signing of the Memorandum of 
Agreements with educational partners at the English Language Center, Guangzhou City, China; Country 
Garden School in Foshan City, China; Bokja Catholic School, Chun An City; Salesio Catholic 
Elementary School, Gwangiu Province and the Jeollabuk-Do Foundation all in South Korea.  
  
In addition, information will be presented on the official sign partnership agreement and Niagara 
Catholic’s participation in the 2013 Scholarship Student Graduation with the Jeollabuk-Do Foundation 
and the opening ceremony of the Niagara Catholic – Salesio English Training Centre.  
  
Attached to this report is a copy of THE International Education Programs at a Glance (Appendix A), and 
the newly designed Niagara Catholic International Student Programs booklet (Appendix B). 
  
We will continue to inform the Board on the progress of these partnership agreements and the 
development of new international education partnership agreements as we continue to create international 
experiences and opportunities for students and staff as we continue to position Niagara Catholic as a 
recognized international destination for Catholic educational experiences.   
 
Attached:  Appendix A  International Education Programs at a Glance 
   Appendix B Niagara Catholic International Student Programs booklet 
 
 
 

 
The report on the International Partnership Agreements  

 is presented for information.  
 

 

 
Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer    

Presented by: Kathy Burtnik, Chairperson of the Board 
John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
Mark Lefebvre, Superintendent of Education 
Fred Wilson, Supervisor of International Education 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  

Date: September 24, 2012  



 
 

 

                 APPENDIX A 



Niagara Catholic
District School Board

Innovation, Celebration & Tradition



About Niagara Catholic

Niagara Catholic is a publicly funded board of
education,whichoffers students awide range of
courses based on the Ontario Ministry of
Educationcurriculum.

We provide excellence in education to Canadian
and international students. Students typically
begin school at age three in our kindergarten
programs,andcompletetheirformaleducationat
age18. Wealsoofferadult educationclasses.

Niagara Catholic has 51 elementary schools,
eight high schools and six adult education
centres.



Our Location
We are located in Ontario's Niagara peninsula,
between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario in the
southernhalfoftheprovince.

Ourregionis richinculture,recreation,diversity
and history. It is oftenknownas Canada's fruit
belt,due to the manytypes of fruit growninour
fertilesoil.

Manydefiningmoments inCanadianhistorytook
place in Niagara, and students are able to see
history come alive at the many heritage sites
found here. Niagara is also home to one of
Canada's most iconic symbols,NiagaraFalls,and
boasts hundreds of kilometres of scenic beauty
to enjoywhile cycling,walking,hikingorspending
timeonthewater.

We invite you to come and experience all that
Niagara Catholic  and the entire Niagara
peninsula  has to offer. We are confident that
yourstayinNiagara,whetherit is forafewweeks
or a fullyear, willbe academicallyand personally
enriching.



Why study abroad 

Studying abroad provides young people with a
greater insight into various cultures, a broader
understanding of global issues and the
opport unit y for personal growt h and
development throughtravel.

Niagara Catholic encourages youto enrichyour
child's life by studying in Canada through our
InternationalProgram.

Benefits:

ImprovedEnglishlanguageskills
Experiencemanycultures
Experiencelifeinanewcountry
Experiencefamilyliveinadifferent country
Participateinauniqueeducationexperience
friendships

andmuchmore....



Our Programs
Niagara Catholic's International Programs are
designedto fullyimmersestudents intheEnglish
languageandCanadianculture.

Students may participate in a variety of
programs,whichvaryinlengthfromafewweeks to
several months. In all programs, students can
expect to participate in English language classes 
andanumberofexcitingactivities whilelivingwith
aCanadianfamily.

Integration Programs (Short-term)
· Designed to offer intensive English as a 

Second Language learning
· Offered at different times throughout the 

year
· Designed for students aged 10 to 16
· Programs for older students are also 

available



EnglishSummerCamp
· Threeorfour-weekstayoptions
· Opento highschoolstudents fromaround

theworld
· Offers int ens ive English language

instructionthroughclassroomandday-to-
dayexperiences

· Provides students withsocialandphysical
act ivit ies and Canadian cult ural
experiences

· Part icipants benefit from living and
studying with students from around the
world

Academic Visa Program
Niagara Catholic offers full-year programs for
elementary and secondary students who wish to
take part in longer stays in Canada. A one-
semester program, beginning in either 
September or February, is also available.

The benefits of the Academic Visa Program
include:

· Greater opportunity to become immersed 
in the English language and Canadian
culture

· Increased travel opportunities
· The chance to fully bond with a Canadian

family



Our Educators

AllNiagaraCatholic teachers arehighlyeducated
and are licensed by the Ontario College of
Teachers.

Ourteachers bringto theirclassrooms awealth
ofknowledgeandexperienceandarededicatedto
helping all learners achieve their personal best.
As classroom leaders, our teachers are caring
and committed to student success andnurture
anenvironment whereyoungmindscanthrive.

Niagara Catholic has many teachers who
specializeinEnglishas aSecondLanguage.These
teachers work closely with our students who
arrive inCanada fromother parts of the world,
whether as international students or as
permanent residents, to help themmaster the
Englishlanguage so theycanfully integrate into
ourEnglishclassrooms quickly.

With the growing demand  for teachers to teach English 
As A Second Language students, English language
teaching standards have increased and often requires
 Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL)Certification.

Niagara Catholic s Adult and Continuing Education
TESOL Certificate gives teachers the tools, the
experiences and the edge to be competitive in this
expandingmarket.

The TESOLCertificate uses the most current teaching
methodologies and has a strong focus on practical
teaching skills.  Visiting teachers will learn how to teach
through mentoring, small group work, teaching
demonstrationsanddiscussions.

Teacher Training and Development



Living in Canada
We believe that the best way for a student to
truly understand life in another country is by
immersingthemselves inits culture.

To do this, our internationalstudents live witha
Canadianfamilythroughout theirstay.Ourgoalis
to ensure students feel at home while they are
awayfromhome.

Wemaintainregularcontact withstudents,host
families and schools, to ensure that students
enjoy every part of their international study
experience.

Theadvantagesofhomestayinclude:

· Knowledge that all homestay families are
carefully screened before being accepted
intotheprogram

· Comfort inknowingstudents are inasafe,
securehomewithafamilyeagertowelcome
them



· Securityinknowingthat thereis frequent,
regular contact between the student,
theirhost familyand the schoolto ensure
theexperience is positiveandenrichingfor
everyone

· Homestay families live close to schools
and/or bus routes, to make it easy for
students toattendschool

Activities
Niagara Catholic's Internat ional Student
Programincludes a number of exciting trips and
opportunities forstudents,including:

· Day trips to Niagara Falls, Canada's
Wonderland (amusement park) and
sportingevents

· Excursionssuchascamping



ApplyingfortheInternationalProgramat Niagara
Catholic isverysimple.

Download the Student Applicat ion Form
(https://docushare.ncdsb.com/dsweb/Get/Docu
ment-1094592/SASF002.pdf).

Applications may be sent to Niagara Catholic in
thefollowingways:

· Emailcompletedformto theSupervisorof
InternationalEducationat:
fred.wilson@ncdsb.com

· Mailcompletedformto:

NiagaraCatholicDistrict SchoolBoard
145 NiagaraStreet,
St.Catharines,ON.Canada,L2R4L7

· Faxingthepackageto1.905.682.1219

Application Process



Please note that all application packages must
include:

· Applicationform

· Certified and translated copy of final
report card from the previous academic
year

· Photocopy of the first page of the
student'spassport

· Onepassport-sizedphotograph

· Letterofrecommendation

· Photocopyofupdatedimmunizationrecord



A great international
opportunity and experience!

NIAGARA CATHOLIC
DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

145 Niagara Street,
St. Catharines, ON. Canada, L2R 4L7

Phone: 905.682.3360

email: fred.wilson@ncdsb.com

www.niagara .cacatholic



 
 C6.1

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

PUBLIC SESSION

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
SEPTEMBER 2013

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the report on the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of September 2013, as presented. 

 

Prepared by:  William Tumath, Manager of Accounting Services  

Presented by: Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 

Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 

Date: October  22, 2013 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 

MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS  
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose the 
Monthly Banking Transactions for the Niagara Catholic District School Board for the month of 
September 2013.  (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a monthly list of payments is available in the Holy Cross Community Room 
for the Trustees to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Report on the Monthly 
Banking Transactions for the month of September 2013, as presented. 
 

 

 
Prepared by: William Tumath, Manager of Accounting Services 
Presented by:  Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 

Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  
Date: October 22, 2013 





 
 C6.2

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

PUBLIC SESSION

TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS
STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURES 
SEPTEMBER 31, 2013

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures as at September 31, 2013, as presented. 

 

Prepared by:  William Tumath, Manager of Accounting Services 

Presented by: Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 

Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer 

Date: October  22, 2013 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURES 
AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, please be advised that a summarized 
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures by Department as at September 30, 2013 will be presented to the 
Trustees at the Board Meeting. 
 
(See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a copy of the Financial Statement is available in the Holy Cross Community 
Room for the Trustees to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Report on the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at September 30, 2013 as presented. 
 

 

 
Prepared by: William Tumath, Manager of Accounting Services   
Presented by:  Giancarlo Vetrone, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Recommended by: John Crocco, Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer  
Date: October 22, 2013  























 
 D4.1

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
SPOTLIGHT ON NIAGARA CATHOLIC – OCTOBER 8, 2013  







 
 D4.2

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS – NOVEMBER 2013 
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TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
OCSTA CATHOLIC TRUSTEES’ PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR – JANUARY 17 & 18, 2013 
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2014 Catholic Trustees’ Professional Development Seminar 
Preliminary Program 

Theme: Building Community  

Friday, January 17, 2014 
 

Time Event 
 
7:30 a.m. Registration 
 
7:30 a.m.  Breakfast 
 
8:30 a.m. Gathering Prayer  
  Father Pat Fitzpatrick, Chaplain  
  Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 
 Welcome Remarks 
  Colleen Landers, Chair, Conference Committee  
  Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association  
 
8:45 a.m.  Keynote Address – Building Community 
  Fr. Raymond de Souza  
  Chaplain, Newman House, Queen’s University 
  Editor-in-Chief, Convivium 
  Columnist, National Post & Catholic Register 
   
9:45 a.m.  Break 
 
10:00 a.m.  Building Bridges for Catholic Education: The Home, School & Parish Opportunity 
  Michelle Griepsma, Trustee, Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 

Orlanda Sousa, President, Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education 
Fr. Phil Smith, St. Roch’s Parish, Toronto  
CPCO Representative (TBC) 

 
11:00 a.m.  President’s Report & Q & A 
  Marino Gazzola, President 
  Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch 
 
1:00 p.m.  New Bargaining Model (TBC) 
 
2:15 p.m.  Break 
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2:30 p.m.  How Catholic School Trustees can Leverage Social Media to Advance Board Priorities 
  Speaker (TBA) 
 
3:45 p.m.  Meeting Adjourned 
 
5:30 p.m.  Reception (Cash Bar) 
 
6:15 p.m.  Buffet Dinner (Cash Bar) 
 

Saturday, January 18, 2014 
 

Time Event 
 
7:30 a.m. Breakfast 
 
8:30 a.m.  Eucharistic Celebration 
 
 Presider: Father Patrick Fitzpatrick, Chaplain  
  Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 
  Musical Liturgists: Nancy Bodsworth 
   Jeff Boss 
   Ginny Bodsworth 
   Michael Bodsworth 
   
9:30 a.m. Module 11: Conflict of Interest 
 Speaker (TBC) 
 
11:00 a.m. Closing Remarks & Adjournment 



 
 
 
 
 
October 8, 2013 
 
MEMO TO: Trustees, Directors of Education & Student Trustees 
 Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Margaret Binns, Office Administrator 
 
RE: 2014 Catholic Trustees’ Professional Development Seminar  
 
 

Theme: Building Community 
 
We are pleased to invite you to attend OCSTA’s 2014 Catholic Trustees’ Professional Development Seminar, 
January 17 and 18 at the International Plaza Hotel, 655 Dixon Rd, Toronto.  This event offers the opportunity for 
OCSTA members to: 
 

Examine fresh perspectives on the Home-School-Parish opportunity, as presented by panelists 
representing parents, principals, parishes and trustees. 
Actively participate in the presentation of the final module of the Trustee Training program of the 
Ministry of Education, Module 11: Conflict of Interest; quasi-judicial hearings – some legal aspects of 
governance. This module will explore:  

Public trust and the position of school board trustees 
Trustee obligations and Conflict of Interest 
The trustee’s role in quasi-judicial hearings (student suspensions and expulsions) 

Learn how Catholic School Trustees can leverage social media to advance board priorities; 
Celebrate Mass as a provincial community of Catholic school board leaders; and 
Network with trustee peers from across the province. 

 
Seminar Registration Information 

 
Early Bird Fee (until December 6, 2013) 
$327.70 ($290.00 + $37.70 HST)  
Full payment must be received in the OCSTA 
office by this date. 
 
Regular Fee (after December 6, 2013) 
$350.30 ($310.00 + $40.30 HST) 
 
Student Trustee Fee 
$226.00 ($200.00 + $26.00 HST) 
 
Spouse/Guest Dinner Ticket 
$84.75 ($75.00 + $ 9.75 HST) 
 
The delegate registration fee includes meals and 
admission to all sessions of the OCSTA Catholic 

Trustees’ Professional Development Seminar. 
Non-registrants attending Friday night’s dinner 
must purchase a dinner ticket. Please take note of 
the cancellation policy on the next page. 
 
Please click here to complete the on-line 
registration form. 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 OCSTA  
 Attention: Ashlee Cabral 
 1804 – 20 Eglinton Avenue West, 
 P.O. Box 2064 
 Toronto, ON  M4R 1K8 
  



Cancellation Policy 
 
Registration Fees: 
 

Prior to December 6, 2013 – full refund 
December 7 to 13, 2013 – 25% of the 
registration fee will be charged. 
December 14 to 20, 2013 – 50% of the 
registration fee will be charged.  
After December 20, 2013 – no refund, under 
any circumstances will be issued. 
Substitutions are welcomed.  

 
Spouse/Guest Dinner Ticket: 
 
A full refund will be issued for cancellations 
received by January 6, 2014. No refunds will be 
issued after that date. Substitutions are 
welcomed. 
 
All cancellations must be submitted to Ashlee 
Cabral by email at acabral@ocsta.on.ca or by fax 
at 416-932-9459 within the specified timelines. 
 
Hotel Registration 
 
Room Rates: 
 
The International Plaza Hotel has set aside a block 
of rooms for delegates and guests attending the 
OCSTA 2014 Catholic Trustees’ Professional 
Development Seminar, starting at the discounted 

rate of $137.00 + applicable taxes. Boards are 
asked to make room reservations directly with the 
hotel by calling 416-244-1711, 1-800-668-3656, or 
on-line at International Plaza Hotel. Be sure to 
identify yourself as being an OCSTA delegate 
when booking by telephone to secure the group 
discount rate. 
 
In order to secure this rate, rooms must be 
booked by January 3, 2014. After this date the 
rate will be provided on the basis of availability.  
 
Late checkout and early departure fees apply as 
follows: 

Early departure fee (check-out prior to the 
 original departure date) = $50.00  

Late departure fee (check-out at 3:00 p.m.)   
 = $50.00  

Late departure fee (check-out at 7:00 p.m.)   
 = $89.00 

 
If you require additional information, please 
contact OCSTA at 416-932-9460.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have any Special Dietary needs (not preferences), please contact 
Margaret Binns, OCSTA Office Administrator, at 416-932-9460 ext. 228, 

by no later than December 13, 2013. 



 
 

 D4.6

TO: NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 22, 2013 

 PUBLIC SESSION 

TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
2014 AGM & CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 

 



THE DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF RESOLUTIONS
IN THE OCSTA OFFICE IS 12:00 P.M. EST.

JANUARY 31, 2014

October 10, 2013

MEMO TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education 
Catholic District School Boards 

FROM: Margaret Binns, Office Administrator

RE: 2014 AGM & Conference Resolutions

The 2014 OCSTA Annual General Meeting will once again offer an opportunity for delegates to consider 
and vote on all resolutions received from our members.

The resolution process provides member boards with the opportunity to bring important issues, which have 
provincial implications, to the attention of all trustees in the province.

Please note that OCSTA employs a separate process from the AGM Resolutions by which boards can 
highlight education funding issues requiring Association action and advocacy. OCSTA regularly seeks 
boards’ input on financial issues, and based on this process, identifies issues to be included in the annual 
Finance Brief.  Should a board prefer to use the AGM Resolutions process for funding issues with 
provincial implications, they are, of course, welcome to do so.

The processing of all resolutions is a fundamental responsibility of the Association. Attached please find 
guidelines to assist you in the preparation of your resolution(s).
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Guidelines for Preparing Resolutions

To improve the effectiveness of the resolution process, we ask boards to review the following guidelines.

Resolutions are your opportunity to address problems, solutions or concerns, which affect Catholic education in 
Ontario.  A resolution approved by the membership at the Annual General Meeting calls for priority action by 
OCSTA and the commitment of OCSTA resources to address the particular issue outlined in the resolution.

A. Criteria for Submitting a Resolution

A resolution should:

a. Address an area of concern for the province’s Catholic school boards.
b. Concern a matter which requires attention or action.
c. Be written in language appropriate for province-wide consideration (language contained in resolutions 

is often incorporated into subsequent communications to the government or other relevant parties).
d. Be accompanied by substantiated rationale.
e. Not deal with education funding issues (a separate process has been created to deal with this type of 

issue).

B. Steps in Preparing a Resolution

1. Identify the concern.  Be sure the concern is a matter of province-wide scope.
2. Research and gather sufficient supporting background materials to substantiate the resolution. If the 

concern has been presented/dealt with in a previous resolution, review the outcome of that process to 
assess what changes in approach/additional information might be useful. 

3. Write the resolution in the following proposed format taking care to ensure that:
a. Each “Whereas” is accompanied by adequate background material.
b. The “Therefore be it Resolved” directs OCSTA to take specific action.

C. Writing A Resolution

Structure

The resolution should be assigned a succinct title that identifies the problem or issue (or its proposed 
solution). There should be two parts to the resolution: a preamble followed by a resolving clause (or 
clauses).

1. Preamble

The preamble is a brief statement of background or rationale coming before the resolving clause(s). The 
purpose of the preamble is to provide information without which the point or the merits of a resolution are 
likely to be poorly understood.

Each clause in a preamble is written as a separate paragraph, beginning with the word “WHEREAS”.
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2. Resolving Clauses

A resolving clause indicates what action(s) is to be taken given the “WHEREAS” clause(s) in the 
preamble.  If more than one action is being recommended, the “Therefore be It Resolved” portion should 
be divided into a), b), c), etc.

3. Submission Statement

Please include the following information in the submission statement.

[Mover’s Name]
[Seconder’s Name]
[Board Name]
[Topic]

D. Submission Deadline Date

The deadline date for receipt of resolutions in the OCSTA office is 12:00 p.m. EST, January 31, 2014.
We encourage boards to submit their resolutions by email to Jane Ponte at jponte@ocsta.on.ca. The provincial 
office will distribute, in the delegate kits, resolutions to be presented from the floor provided a minimum 
of 225 copies of each resolution (and background material, if applicable) are received in the Provincial 
Office by April 11, 2014.

E. Regulations

Please see the attached current regulations regarding submission and presentation of resolutions at the 
AGM.

These guidelines and the enclosed template and the resolution session procedures have been provided as a 
reference that we hope you will find useful in preparing effective resolutions for your Association and 
Catholic education in Ontario.

Thank you.
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Template

Please do not use tables, text boxes or any type of graphic. The type of font to be used in this document is 
Times New Roman 12pt.

The following example is taken from a Resolution dealt with at a previous AGM and is provided for your 
reference.

Moved by: [Mover’s Name] [Board Name]

Seconded by: [Seconder’s Name]

Topic: [e.g. Vacancies on School Boards]

Whereas: from time to time a vacancy occurs in the office of a member of the board; and

Whereas: according to Section 221(1) of the Education Act, the vacancy must be filled by 
either a by-election or by appointment; and

Whereas: boards choosing to appoint a new trustee will, most commonly, engage in an open 
and fair process of selection; and

Whereas: the Education Act requires that the process be fully completed within 60 days of 
the office becoming vacant; and

Whereas: the 60 day time period may encompass a part of the year (e.g. Christmas, summer 
months, March Break) when board operations and processes are reduced, thus 
making the timelines very tight and, potentially, unmanageable;

Therefore be it Resolved that:

OCSTA petition the Ministry of Education to review the section of the Education Act which relates to 
trustee vacancies with a view to extending the timeline by either increasing the number of days or 
altering the requirement that the process be completed within a designated number of regular school
days.

If you have any questions regarding this template please contact Jane Ponte either by telephone at 
416-932-9460 ext. 223 or by e-mail at jponte@ocsta.on.ca.
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Explanation of Committee Recommendations 

& Resolution Session Procedures

Resolution sessions will be conducted using “Robert’s Rules of Order” and the provisions of the OCSTA 
Constitution. The chairperson of the session will ensure compliance with their rules.

Explanation of Committee Recommendations

The Conference Committee will study the resolutions and offer recommendations on the best way to meet their 
intent. The recommendations and their implications are:

i. Approve
The direction given in the “therefore be it resolved” section of the resolution will be carried out.

ii. Approve and refer to the .…. committee for appropriate implementation.
The resolution will be forwarded to the designated committee for implementation.

iii. Receive and refer to the ..... committee for study.
The resolution will be forwarded to the designated committee for study.  Following the study and 
receipt of the committee’s recommendation, the Board of Directors will determine whether or not the 
resolution will be implemented.

iv. Not approve
No action will be taken.

v. No recommendation
The committee is not making any recommendation with respect to the resolution.

vi. No action required
The intent of the resolution has been met. No further action will be taken.

Resolution Session Procedures

Delegates wishing to speak to a resolution must go to one of the floor microphones and state their name and the 
name of the board they represent.

The mover of a resolution will have the opportunity to be the first and last to speak to that resolution.  Other 
trustees may speak once to a resolution.

The chairperson may declare a motion out of order giving the reasons for doing so.  The chairperson’s decision 
may be challenged by a majority vote of those voting delegates present at the session when the vote is called.

Voting will be by a show of hands.  Delegates carrying proxies must have and show proper identification - i.e. 
proxy badge.  Ballots will be provided in the event that a vote by ballot is called for.

Note Re Quorum: A quorum for the transaction of business at any general meeting of Members shall consist 
of not fewer than forty (40) individuals entitled to vote, present in person.
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Grouped Resolutions

a. the chair of the session will ask for a mover and seconder to approve the grouping of  various related 
resolutions.  

b. the chair of the session will ask for movers and seconders for the committee recommendation for each 
group.

c. delegates will vote on the committee recommendation for each group. 

Delegates may request that any resolution(s) be removed from a “group” to be handled individually. These will 
be addressed when the group from which they have been removed has been dealt with.

Resolutions Handled Individually

These will include resolutions removed from the groups, resolutions for which the committee has not made any 
recommendation and resolutions from the floor.

A. Resolutions with committee recommendations

1. The chair of the session will announce the resolution number and the name of the sponsoring board:

the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move and second the committee recommendation;  
delegates will speak to the committee recommendation;
delegates will vote on the committee recommendation.

2. If the sponsoring board does not move the committee recommendation from the floor:

the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move their original resolution;
delegates will speak to the resolution;
delegates will vote on the resolution.

3. If the original resolution is not moved by the sponsoring board, the resolution will be withdrawn.

B. Resolutions without committee recommendations 

1. These resolutions will be handled as follows:

the chair will call for the sponsoring board to move their original resolution;
delegates will speak to the resolution;
delegates will vote on the resolution.

2. If the original resolution is not moved by the sponsoring board, the resolution will be withdrawn.
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C. Amendments from the Floor

Amendments made on the floor relate to the “therefore be it resolved” section of the resolution and must be 
written out and handed to the chairperson. The chairperson will consider the amendment and, if necessary, 
discuss it with the parliamentarian or others to ensure that it is clearly understood.

the chair will read the amendment;
delegates will speak to the amendment;
delegates will vote on the amendment;
delegates will vote on the resolution as amended.

If the amendment is defeated:

delegates will be asked to speak to the original resolution;
delegates will vote on the original resolution.

D. Resolutions Presented from the Floor

After resolutions presented by the committee have been dealt with, other resolutions may be presented from 
the floor. The following rules apply:

2/3 of the voting delegates present at the session must consent to consider the resolution;
sufficient copies of the resolution (and background material) must be provided for all those present 
at the resolution session;
these resolutions will be handled as outlined above.

The provincial office will distribute, in the delegate kits, resolutions to be presented from the floor provided a 
minimum of 225 copies of each resolution (and background material, if applicable) are received in the 
Provincial Office by April 11, 2014.


